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edited by Heidi McKee and Dànielle Nicole DeVoss
now available from Hampton Press (1-57273-705-0)

"The key epistemological breakthrough here: doing digital writing research is not merely a matter of
shipping old methods and methodologies to a new research locale—for instance, the Internet, the
World Wide Web, synchronous chat spaces, virtual classrooms. Rather, technologically mediated
research locales demand changes in method and methodology... Digital Writing Research is the
perfect title for a work that celebrates the achievement of a well-established field while
simultaneously pushing that field into a new identity. This volume makes a strong case for the
distinctive and important nature of computers and writing research." (James Porter, Michigan State
University)

All royalties from book sales will be donated to the Computers &
Writing/Graduate Research Network Travel Grant award funds.
OVERVIEW
Computerized writing technologies impact how and what we write, the ways in which we teach and learn writing, and, certainly,
computers and digital spaces affect our research approaches. Digital Writing Research focuses on how writing technologies,
specifically digital technologies, affect our research—shaping the questions we ask; the sites we study; the methodologies we
use (or could use); the ethical issues we face; the conclusions we draw; and, thus, the actions we take as scholars,
researchers, and teachers.
The chapters in this collection focus on articulating how research practices have evolved—and will continue to evolve—with
changing writing technologies. The chapters provide experienced researchers with a means to reflect upon various aspects of
their research and offer researchers new to composition studies or new to computers and writing research an introduction to
possible approaches and related methodological and ethical issues.
FOCUS
Some questions authors consider include, but are not limited to:
•

How have researchers adapted methodologies for digital writing research? For example, how might a researcher
conduct an ethnography in an online community? What approaches are available for the coding of digital text?

•

What methods are being used by researchers studying sign systems beyond the textual? What research is being
conducted on visuals? What methods are being used by compositionists for studying multimedia texts?

•

What constitutes appropriate human subject research in online environments? When is consent needed, especially
when working in diverse cultural and technological forums? What new issues related to person-based research does
writing in networked spaces create?

•

How are computerized technologies, particularly global technologies, raising new (or remediating old) ethical issues
related to privacy, individual rights, and representation?

•

How have electronic journals and other methods of publishing writing research influenced our research
directions and the distribution of research findings?

CONTENTS
Foreword by James E. Porter
Introduction by the Editors
Part One: Researching Digital Communities: Review, Triangulation, and Ethical Research Reports
Part Two: Researching Global Citizens and Transnational Institutions
Part Three: Researching the Activity of Writing: Time-use Diaries, Mobile Technologies, and Video Screen Capture
Part Four: Researching Digital Texts and Multimodal Spaces
Part Five: Researching the Research Process and Research Reports
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CALL FOR PROPOSALS:

RESEARCH NETWORK FORUM at CCCC
March 19, 2014 from 8:00AM – 5:00PM
Indianapolis, Indiana
Proposal Deadline: Thursday, October 31, 2013

Please join the Research Network Forum as a Work-in-Progress Presenter and/or serve as a Discussion Leader
and/or as a publication Editor.
The Research Network Forum, founded in 1987, is a pre-convention forum at CCCC which provides an opportunity for
established researchers, new researchers, and graduate students to discuss their current projects and receive mentoring
from colleagues in the discipline. The forum is free to CCCC convention registrants. As in past years, RNF 2014 features
morning plenary addresses focusing on “Open | Source(s), Access, Futures,” the 2014 CCCC theme.
The RNF welcomes Work-in-Progress Presenters (WiPPs) at any stage of their research and at any position in the
composition/rhetoric field (graduate student, junior faculty, tenured faculty, administrator, and/or independent scholar).
During roundtable discussions, WiPPs are grouped by thematic clusters where they discuss their current projects at both
a morning and an afternoon roundtable session in eight-ten minute presentations and benefit from the responses of
other researchers.
Discussion Leaders (DLs) lead the thematic roundtables and mentor WiPPs; this role is key to the RNF. We ask that
Discussion Leaders are experienced, established researchers. Serving as a Discussion Leader provides a valuable service
to the composition/rhetoric community. Discussion Leaders may serve at the morning session, afternoon session, or all
day, and they are welcome to also participate as WiPPs.
Participants also include Editors of printed and online composition/rhetoric publications (journals, edited collections,
and book series), who discuss publishing opportunities for completed works-in-progress in an open, roundtable format.
We encourage Editors to bring copies of the publications they edit/publish and announcements for display at the RNF
meeting. Editors are encouraged to serve as Discussion Leaders and may also participate as WiPPs.
To submit a proposal (open August 15 to October 31), visit our website, http://researchnetworkforum.org. Please fill
out a form for each of the roles in which you would like to participate--Work-in-Progress Presenter, Discussion Leader,
and/or Editor. You may appear on the RNF Program in addition to having a speaking role at the Conference on
College Composition & Communication.

Questions? Email Co-Chairs Risa P. Gorelick and Gina M. Merys: rnfchairs@gmail.com

http://researchnetworkforum.org
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what’s possible | bedfordstmartins.com

bedfordstmartins.com/eportfolio
The Bedford e-Portfolio makes it easy for students to showcase their coursework and share
the story of their unique learning experience, whether for their class, for their job, or even
for their friends. With straightforward, flexible assessment tools, the Bedford e-Portfolio
lets program managers and instructors map rubrics and learning outcomes to student work
or simply invite students to start their collections.

“

 ery education and course friendly, easily integrated into
V
Blackboard, easily customizable and simple in design.”
— Asao Inoue, California State University, Fresno

2014 Computers and Writing

Graduate Research Network
Call for Proposals
Join us at

Washington State
University
Pullman, WA

June 5, 2014

Why attend?
Our all-day, pre-conference event is FREE and open to
all registered conference participants. Our roundtable
discussions provide an ideal setting to share research
with colleagues of similar interests. Conversations are
facilitated by discussion leaders and work at any stage
of completion—from conceptualization to
publication—is welcome.

Proposal Deadline

May 5, 2014
Submit your proposal online:
http://www.gradresearchnetwork.org

What can the GRN do for me?
 Discover potential venues for publication
 Prepare for your academic career search
 Attain feedback on current research activities
 Overcome dissertation and thesis dead ends
 Network with new and established scholars
from across the country
 Get to know, learn from, and conspire with key
members of the C&W community

